The nonspecific nature of endotoxin tolerance.
Re-exposure of organisms or cells to endotoxin after a previous challenge is not accompanied by the profound metabolic changes that are induced by the first encounter with endotoxin. Endotoxin tolerance is not specific to the action of lipopolysaccharide, and crossreactivity with other exogenous stimuli occurs. Various cytokines can mimic the effects of endotoxin in vivo and/or in vitro.